1. Were the trips well described to you in our info sheets - were there surprises for you in what you were thrown into?

The trip notes were fine. I felt like everything I needed was listed – perhaps you could add baby wipes to it (really appreciated the odd baby wipe shower!). The trips gave a good indication of what was to be expected without being too “tour-itinery-ish” – which was excellent, because the trip was anything but! (In a good way!)

There were lots of surprises, but that was exciting and interesting. I am not a map person anyway, so too many details about the wheres and whens would have made me feel like I was in over my head. I was happy trusting the organisers, and felt like I could because of the phone contact with Sue. 

I REALLY valued the reading materials and reflections before hand too – so well done to all involved in that! It made me feel like I didn’t have to go overboard reading IN the desert. Meant I had more space to listen in the desert, which was new and exciting for me!

2. Did we get right balances between travelling/seeing new places and spending time stopped?

We did seem to go through the desert rather fast. Another few days would have been wonderful for me. I think that we needed an hour or two longer before sunset each day at our campsite. (But not sure if that would be possible with water/fuel issues???). But I never felt rushed. There was always enough time to explore new things / pull over and look at things. 
But it was a very “full” experience. I said to someone halfway through that I thought I would encounter God in my reflections after the trip rather than during. That has turned out to be true. This isn’t a bad thing – there were just SO many different things to look at, explore and wonder about that to do all of them AND reflect would be impossible. I guess it was a great way to practice being aware of Gods presence in everything rather than the “alone” type times. 
3. Are there ways we could improve the journeys next year?
I would have loved to have been able to spend a day / afternoon in Finke with Yanyi, so if that can be arranged then I think people would find it wonderful. 

I reckon that the people we met in Alice (all of ‘em!) had stories that need to be heard by as many people as possible! I think my experience (and possibly life?) would be quite different if I hadn’t heard them. (Or actually, maybe no different at all if you know what I mean...). I was amazed and interested in them all!

I loved Ian’s idea of dropping people off by themselves on a dune overnight. I think that would be an awesome way to get the “space” thing happening if you can’t add an extra day to the journey. (But I would be more likely to do that now rather than if you asked me on the first few days!).

I really appreciated the campfires and the ways there were “done”. I think the differences between Peter, Ian, Tony and Dean allowed different kinds of things to emerge. I loved being challenged, I loved listening to everyone!

4. A few weeks back how has the trip changed how you live your lives?

Hmmm, haven’t made a resume yet … but it’s a work in progress. 

I guess my life is too. And I now understand that I need to begin building the life I want to live – it won’t just happen. I like myself and my relationship with God a lot more now after the desert too (I am not really sure why yet though?). 

That’s not really very concrete. There are specific things I have decided – to get work casual teaching, to be honest about what I value, to begin to explain why I believe what I believe. 
The most massive thing I guess is the recognition of my naivety of what the Aboriginal people have to live with day in and day out in their communities. There is a whole history and culture that our society ignores in endemic, structural ways. As I watch the drama of Hurricane Katrina unfold, and I hear how that kind of thing would never happen in Australia because we help each other, I wonder. What sins is our generation blind too?
I have had an interest in liberation theologies for a few years, but more just more their poetry and ideas I guess. I guess now I understand why liberation theology is so vital, earthy and real life – because it has to be. I feel overwhelmed by the grace of the Aboriginal people we met (I know it seems silly after spending a few minutes with people). I am taking an intensive at UTC on how we do theology on Aboriginal land in the hope that I can begin to build this experience into my life in some way. 

I loved Campfire in the Heart. I have wondered about Christian community for a while and that was a great (brief!) experience too. Our time in the desert as a community made me realise how deficient church life is. I feel safer now in question everything about church, because I feel like I have experienced a part of real church (on the entire trip I suppose – not just when we were talking about faith, nor just when talking with people of faith).
The final life thing is my understanding of Australia. Wow! I was amazed at how “at home” the desert felt. I guess Australia seems like a different person to me now. The young Aussie, heroic surfer-dude had always been my image – it emphasised what I loved and aspired to – health, fun, energy, the beach, the ocean, friends, no worries, no rules etc etc. Now Australia seems like the drawing of the old aboriginal woman under the gum tree in the dry river bed (at Campfire in the Heart) – this country has depth and experiences to vast for me to understand. It is full of life, but in a way that understands death as well as nurture. It is silent in the face of people who have lots of opinions, yet it will share is secrets with those who take the time to listen. Like the woman in the dry river, this land seems happy to be dry waiting for water, knowing that water will come in time, and knowing that the time when it comes will be the right time. I love this new image of Australia – and I love the person it is calling me to become. 
5. Any other comments you would like to make?

How about a journey that’s 40 days long? (I am only half joking!). I would have loved to have spent a lot more time on the journey. I would also be interested in doing more sort of hiking/walking as a part of the trip – but I understand that that is a difficult issue with a group of people with different physical abilities. 

Maybe you could add “The Motor Cycle Diaries” to the list of reflections? I watched it a few weeks after I got home and I felt like it gave words to some of my feelings (not that I am gonna become the next Che or anything): feeling nostalgia for a time and place you have never been – wondering how we destroyed that culture and place to make way for our culture and its cities … inspiring stuff! The movie also fleshes out the idea of a journey really well (which was a big theme on the actual journey!!)

Thanks for organising these journeys Peter, Ian, Dean and Tony – you are all making a wonderful difference!

